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Geography and Topography

BAOs PRRING, BOLERIG

IGAC - Instituto Geografico Agustin Codazzi
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1 WORLD TACTBOOK political Background

e Decades-long conflict between government forces and
antigovernment insurgent groups, principally the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) heavily funded by the drug
trade, escalated in 1990s.

More than 31,000 former paramilitaries demobilized by end of
2006. In wake of demobilization, organized criminal groups arose,
whose members include some former paramilitaries.

After four years of formal peace negotiations, the Colombian

Government signed a peace accord with the FARC in November

2016, later ratified by the Colombian Congress.

— The accord calls for members of the FARC to demobilize, disarm, and
reincorporate into society and politics.

Despite decades of internal conflict and drug-related security

challenges, Colombia maintains relatively strong democratic

institutions characterized by peaceful, transparent elections and

the protection of civil liberties.
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Economic Background

* Colombia is heavily dependent on energy and mining exports.

— Itis Latin America’s fourth largest oil producer, world’s fourth largest coal producer,
third largest coffee exporter, and second largest cut flowers exporter.

* Economic development hampered by inadequate infrastructure ..
[Embassy note: corruption,] narcotrafficking, and uncertain
security situation, in addition to dependence on primary
commodities.

e Colombia’s economy slowed in 2017, primarily because of falling
global oil and other commodity prices
— Real GDP growth averaged 4.7% in past decade, est 1.8% in 2017.

 Struggled to address local referendums [popular consultations]
against foreign investment, which slowed expansion in the oil
and mining sectors. FDI declined by 3% between January-
Septem ber 2017

[CIAWorld Factbook i

* Colombi Invi join the OECD in May 2018

ED_004926A_00015177-00006




Bilateral Trade, Free Trade Agreement
* In 2017, total bilateral goods trade was 527 billion [Census Bureau
* United States-Colombia Free Trade Agreement went into effect in May
2012.

* Article 18.9 establishes a Secretariat for Environmental Matters.
Secretariat Agreement to be signed very soon. Next step will be to hire
an Executive Director - fall 2018.

 The FTA establishes an Environmental Affairs Council, which meets to
discuss implementation of the chapter provisions.

* Artilce 18.10 notes the countries commit to expand their cooperative
relationship on environmental matters and undertake environmental
cooperation activities pursuant to the Environmental Cooperation
Agreement (ECA). ECA signed 2013.

* The ECA establishes an Environmental Cooperation Commission,
which meets to discuss the status of cooperation activities and approve
a work program.
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Global Exports: In 2016 $30.2B, 45th largest in world
Observatory 0 Decreased from $61.1Bin 2011 to $30.2B in 2016

Economic Complexity
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2017 Resource Governance Index

* The mining sector has been the subject of debate between the national
government, which advocates for attracting investment, and environmental and
social movements, concerned with local impacts and benefits.

* Oversight of environmental and social impact on local communities (local
impact) is the weakest element of Colombia’s resource governance. Colombia
scores 46 of 100 in mining and 36 of 100 in oil and gas, behind all but Guatemala,
Ecuador and Cuba in Latin America and the Caribbean.

e Environmental impact assessments are not easily available for citizens
who lack detailed information about projects.

» Cases of non-compliance with rehabilitation requirements in both sectors.

* Land users do not enjoy strong legal protections in case of conflict with
extractive operators, but the constitutional court has ruled for displaced
people’s rights to compensation.

* Environmental and social groups have advocated for more transparency,
but disclosure of environmental and social contributions has not
progressed in a similar manner to revenue disclosure.

ing and
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2017 Resource Governance Index

* Gap between Colombia’s laws and its practices, in particular around
environmental and social issues in the mining sector. Combined with the surge
in illegal mining in recent years — a 2011 study found that between 60-90% of
mining units were operating without a mining title - this lack of enforcement is
cause for concern. As a result, communities and civil society are demanding
more local participation in resource decisions.

« Colombian government is weak in licensing, its score made lower by lack of
public disclosure of beneficial owners and public officials’ interests in
extractive companies

ED_004926A_00015177-00011



JOK Social Background

* Population: 47,698,524 (July 2017 est.), 29" largest in the world

e Urban population: 77% (2017). Majority in north, west; vast grasslands
(llanos) to south, east (apx 60% of country) sparsely populated

* Forced displacement still prevalent due to violence among [Embassy
note: dissident groups of the FARC and illegal armed groups that are
seeking control over drug corridors]. Afro-Colombian and indigenous
populations are disproportionately affected.

— Between 1985-September 2017, nearly 7.6 million persons internally displaced,

highest in world. Probably undercount since many IDPs not registered.
Historically, Colombia also has one of the world’s highest levels of forced
disappearances. About 30,000 cases recorded over the last four
decades—number likely much higher—including human rights [Embassy
note: and environmental] activists, trade unionists, Afro-Colombians,
indigenous people, and farmers in rural conflict zones.
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More than 80 indigenous peoples Social Geo gra phy
Ethnic Groups (2005 est.):

e mestizo and white 84.2%; Density of Afro-Colombian population

e Afro-Colombian (includes mulatto, Raizal -
(English-speaking Caribbean communities,
in San Andres and Providencia), and
Palenquero (descendants of maroon or
escaped slave communities) 10.4%; second
largest African descendent population in
Latin America after Brazil

e Amerindian 3.4%,

e Romani<.01: unspecified 2.1%.

According to the Ministry of the Interior of
Colombia, 36 indigenous communities are at
risk of physical and cultural extinction at the
national level due to the following factors: 1)
conflict violence; 2) factors related to the
conflict (e.g., dlsplacement) and 3) economlc
interests. [Vattenfall hitps://goo.sl/1v0O8YVa

asts concentraied b rassied gren s

[Wikipedia }3 L BT PEM]
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Ethnic Groups - ILO 169

- Before the 1991 constitution, lndlgenous peoples were not
recognized as equal citizens. uu:croo0s b/ d.ore/docid/4951

Colombia ratified ILO Conventlon 169 in 1991 recogmsm g that
indigenous people have additional rights, mcludlng the right to Free
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) before projects begin in their
territory.

In 2014, the Constitutional Court (T-576/14) declared that
Afro-Colombian communities also have the right to FPIC. As a result,
communities started a series of legal actions (accion de tutela) to
ensure that FPICs are enforced.
The Ministry of the Interior is the sole body with authority to recognise
indigenous groups or Afro-Colombians and grant them rights. A backlog
of evaluations is pending, so a significant number of communities that
have declared themselves Afro-Colombian is not recognised by the
government

[Vattenfall i
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Popular Consultations (Consultas Populares)

Communities’ right to hold popular consultatlons guaranteed in Constitution
(Artlcle 105) Presidencia de la Republica hitus://poo ol EciNvE]

— Reaffirmed through multlple constltutlonal court decisions and additional laws [International
Network of Human Rights {3 gooel/BREKTY]

2009: First popular consultations held related to la rge scale mmlng, community
voted to oppose project [Article in Geoforum Journal 2015 00,81 /BEDRTY]

2013: Multiple popular consultations opposed mmmg (Pled ras, Cajamarca

mumcnpalltles) mlnmg minister stated consultations put forelgn investment at
risk [El Pais i o081 TPKRRK]

Judicial authorlties (Constitutional Court) and government bodies (i.e. National

Mining Agency) disagree on Validity ofcommunity referenda [Journal of Natural Resources
and Energy Law 2017 https://goo.gl/f32WnC]

— February 2017: Constitutional Court “overturned the central government's

sole authority by allowmg provincial governors and mayors to challenge
exploration permits” [con. Court SU133-17 https: 100.81/285201]

— May 2018: Although multiple referenda have been held, 11 planned referenda
were recently suspended by the National Registry of C|V|l Status, which
informed municipalities that the Mlnlstry of Finance refuses to flnance the
consultation [El Espectador May 2018 i coo.siinHbe0s]

ED_004926A_00015177-00015




Government Environmental Institutions

In the first decade of the 21st century, Colombia’s environmental institutions
were largely overwhelmed by environmental pressures stemming from the fast
pace of economic growth. [vattenfall 2017 https://goo.gl/1v0O8Va]

Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development (MOE or MADS [Spanish
acronym]/MinAmbiente)
e MOE contact said in June that her ministry tracks the issue closely, and
requested Embassy support in continuing to raise the profile of environmental
activists [18 Bogota 1462, sent June 12,2018]

Corporaciones Autonomas Regionales (CARs): Implementation of environmental

Follues at subnatlonal level overseen by 33 regional autonomous corporations (CARs)
OECD 2015 hiip coo.e /indWil]

« Both establlshed in 1993 with passing of “Law on the Environment”;

« Embassy note: “Autonomous Corporations (CAR) make the environmental
plansin a local level and the Ministry of Environment makes the macro
environmental policy”

Policymaking: “The MOE establishes environmental policies at the national level
and enforces environmental law, while the CARs have jurisdiction over their
respective regions and have the authority to create regional policy to protect the
environment.” [17 Bogota 2144, sent August 31, 2017]
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Environmental Licensing

The Ministry of Environment formulates environmental policies in areas where
there could be projects of extractive industry, transport of hydrocarbons or
generation and transportation of electric power. MOE and the Ministry of Mines
work together in a variety of issues, including the energy and mining sector through
interinstitutional committees. [Embassy note]

Environmental Licensing is conducted by National Environmental Licensing
Authority (ANLA), established in 2012, which falls under the MOE, and the CARs

« Priorto 2012, the CARs controlled the environmental licensing process for
projects located within their jurisdiction. ... As of 2012, ANLA is responsible for
issuing licenses for large-scale projects, while the CARs retained their
licensing authority for smaller-scale and non-extractive industry projects.

« The efficacy of environmental institutions varies widely. While the MOE, ANLA,
and other federal agencies are technically capable, they lack resources to
compete with the private sector. Since the CARs are funded through regional
taxes and royalties on projects such as mining and petroleum, capabilities of
the CARs vary widely depending on the territory where they operate.

[17 Bogota 2144, sent August 31, 2017]

ED_004926A_00015177-00017




Environmental Licensing

« Under Colombian law, only the environmental authority that grants a license
or permit can impose sanctions for environmental violations

« When a third party wants to an environmental permit that involves the use of
natural resources, ANLA evaluates with transparent procedures in order to
balance the protection of the environment and the development of the country
for the benefit of society. [Embassy note]

* “However, they are subject to few accountability constraints, vulnerable to capture
by local interests and under-financed. Since these bodies have important
responsibilities, including gathering environmental information, performing
environmental impact assessments and licensing procedures, their weak
performance overall is an important impediment to effective environmental
management. The internal conflict has also impeded environmental management
by restricting access to protected areas, thereby undermining the rule of law”

for Sk oo n FF e e 8w SN F e
PITTYVI S SOveey LS T iR S
[Vattenfall httns://eco. e/ 1v0O8Ya
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Environmental Concerns

* 2013: Comptroller General’s Office reported that “Colombia is the country with
the greatest biodiversity per square kilometer on the planet, and current
instruments regulating [mining] activities are not sufficiently effective to
protect, safequard and maintain the natural resources properly” attenfal

— Wildlife trafficking is a big problem; “the MOE estimates that wildlife trafficking is the
third most lucrative illegal business after the illicit drug trade and illegal mining
activities” [17 Bogota 2144, sent August 31, 2017]

* 2014: “OECD stated that Colombia’s environmental spending is still relatively
low and has not kept pace with overall trends in public spending and that
environmental law enforcement remained insufficient”

* “The environmental effectiveness and enforcement of waste and industrial
chemicals policies in Colombia would benefit from better coordination
between the numerous institutions involved in waste and chemicals
management, and from comprehensive and consistent guidance, in particular
through an overarching legal framework. Increased financial resources would
also help to develop an appropriate waste management infrastructure, move
towards waste prevention and minimisation as well as ensuring sound
management of industrial chemicals.” |vattentall 2017 https://goo.gl/1v08Val
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e World Justive
¢ Project

July 2017

Environmental Rule of Law Index: Pilot Data

Argentina | Colombia
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Colombia-2015

;@%@ POPULATION PRACTICE TOTAL SCORES

LOUNTRY SCORE

o= INCOME LEVEL

Piliars scores  HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

1.43 .o ENVIRONMENTAL
E?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ}?%?ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ HMDEX

To Improve - Public Participation: While most decisions assessed
require there to be opportunities for public to participate, the
government is rarely required to proactively seek public
participation or to inform the public about these opportunities. If
these steps are not taken in practice, the public’s awareness of these

opportunities may be lacking.
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EIA Regulations: Decree 2820 of 2010 and Decree 330 of 2007

* “The Colombian EIA regulations require the environmental authority to
make the EIA available to the public within five days of receiving it. The
Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies is required
to make available to the public any environmental information that has
been produced from studies or monitoring from the EIA process. The draft
ElA is made available for public commenting through the Internet or at the
Ministry office. The public can be involved in the EIA scoping process
although the environmental authority ultimately determines the scope. In
relevant cases, the authority is required to consult indigenous and
Africandescent communities (Decree 2820, Article 15).

* “The Colombian public may also participate in public hearings on the
environment under Decree 330116 (2007). Hearings can be requested by a
petition of 100 persons or 3 non-profits, as well as by government
agencies and elected officials. The opinions, information, or documents
that the public presents at the public environmental hearing is required by
this decree to be given due account by the environmental authority.”

[
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Land Disputes

Oxfam Colombia’s Andres Fuerte May 23,2018 IAWG Meeting
« Land concentration at center of the armed conflict, as cause and consequence.

» Historically, distribution of landholdings has been highly concentrated. Colombia is now the
most unequal country in Latin America in terms of land distribution.

— Top 1% of largest properties control 81% of land; 800,000 rural families have no access to
land.

— Indigenous, Afro-Colombian and campesino communities (in particular rural women) have
less access to land.

— Distribution is getting more concentrated: In 1960, 29% of farms were over 500 hectares; in
2002, was 46%; in 2017, 66%.

— Only 8.5 million hectares being used for farming crops, although 22 million hectares are
considered suitable.

* Multiple Competing pressures for Land:

— Cattle Ranching: 34.4 million hectares are being used for livestock, only 15 million
hectares are suitable.

— Large-scale monoculture agriculture for export. Agro-industrial crops cover 35% of land
in 2016.

— Extractive Industries: In 2014, existing mining and oil drilling licenses put restrictions on

Ty H Femprgdeaantationoahrnasfcanreiymbiarta
-------- SR EIENISTIONITANGWASSATErUshe
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* NGOs and international organizations, including the UN and
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR),
have expressed concerns about increased violence against
human rights defenders in Colombia.

— The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia
reported 73 human rights defenders were killed in 2017, including land
rights leaders and environmental activists, compared to 63 in 2016.

— NGOs like Global Witness report increased violence against defenders
has also affected environmental and land defenders. In Global
Witness’s 2014, 2015, and 2016 reports, Colombia ranked second, third,
and second, respectively, in terms of the number of killings of
environmental and land defenders documented by the NGO and its
partners.
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# of Killings

Global Witness - Killings of Environmental/Land
Defenders in Colombia Since 2002

Note: Global Witness (GW) updates numbers as new information becomes available; graph is
not from Global Witness, but based on its reports.
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UN Statements

ral for human rights urges effective protection of rights

: y
defenders amid continued attacks

BOGOTA/NEW YORK (9 October 2017) - UN Assistant Secretary-General for human rights Andrew Gilmour on
Monday welcomed progress in the demobilization and disarmament of the FARC, but expressed concern
about problems in the implementation of the accords which relate to the continued attacks against
human rights defenders and community leaders. At the end of a six-day visit to the country, Gilmour
acknowledged the Government’s efforts to adopt policies aimed at preventing such attacks, but said the
efforts had yet to produce significant results.

“The armed conflict with the FARC may be over, but the country’s incredibly brave human rights defenders
continue to be threatened and killed at an alarming rate," he said. “These attacks threaten the long-term
stability that Colombia so desperately needs.” Since the beginning of this year, there have been more
killings of human rights defenders, social and community leaders, particularly in areas formerly occupied
by the FARC, than in previous years.

“After decades of extreme violence, and victims numbering millions, Colombia needs the voices of its human
rights defenders to speak up strongly for its democratic va%ues and for those who are particularly vulnerable,
including women, Afro-Colombians, LGBTI people and indigenous leaders, especially those in former FARC
areas,” Gilmour said.

Gilmour called on the Government, congress and the justice system to take measures that would leave the
authors of these crimes in no doubt that they will be vigorously investigated, prosecuted and punished.
“And we are speaking here not just of those who pulled the trigger, but also those who ordered or paid them
to do so.
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Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights

March 27,2018 IACHR Urges Colombia to Adopt Urgent Measures to Protect Human Rights Defenders
and Social Leaders

-- Expresses concern over the high number of murders of human rights defenders and social leaders
registered this year in Colombia.

-- Urges the State to adopt urgent measures to protect those who defend human rights in the country, as
well as to carry out diligent investigations that take into consideration the victim's activity as a human
rights defender.

-- According to the Ombudperson's Office, 22 human rights defenders were assassinated in Colombia over
the first months of 2018. The majority of those murders were focalized against human rights defenders
who are in a special situation of vulnerability, located in remote areas where armed conflicts have
historically been more intense. Moreover, some civil society organizations indicate that those murders
have occurred within a context of grave violence, including the registration of more than 140 threats
concerning members of social and community organizations, and more than 2,500 displacements.

-- As for perpetrators of those murders, the Nation's Chief Prosecutor has indicated, in December 2017,
that he has identified the presence of "self-defence" strongholds which could be acting systematically to
some degree in several regions of the country.

-- The Commission observes that since the implementation of the peace agreements, the murders of
human rights defenders have increased persistently. According to an Ombudperson's report, between
January 2017 to February 2018, there have been 121 murders of human rights defenders. The Commission
observes with concern that plenty of those murdered human rights defenders carried out actions aimed
at implementing the peace agreements related to land distribution. In addition, the Commission has
received consistent reports indicating that indigenous and Afro-Colombians human rights defenders are
exposed to aggravated violence.
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SR Forst Reports 2017
and 2016

15. Their important work notwithstanding, defenders are increasingly subject to attacks
by States and business -enterprises. Such attacks have taken place in all sectors and
all regions. Based on the 450 cases documented by the Business and Human Rights
Resource Centre in 2015 and 2016, > the most common form of attack is criminalization,
followed by killings, intimidation and threats. ® More than 52 percent of the documented
attacks took place in Latin America: Guatemala (10 percent), Colombia (10 percent),
Mexico (9 percent), Brazil (9 percent), Peru (8 percent) and Honduras (6 percent).

- UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders Michel Forst, ”Situation of
human rights defenders" A/72/170 (July 19, 2017)

The most dangerous countriss for BHRDs ¢
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P 4 Statement to UN Before

Xfm {3@ g@ \AF Trécaire Universal Periodic Review

Wﬁrkmg for é@mﬁm ;am Human Rights in Colombia in May 2018

* Since the signing of the Peace Agreement, we have seen an escalation in the
number of attacks and killings of HRDs along with evidence of a systematic
pattern in the profiles of the HRDs being killed, namely, leaders associated
with activities in defence of land and the environment, and those working
on the implementation of the Peace Agreement in rural areas.

— According to the UN Refugee Agency, 78 HRDs were killed in Colombia between 1
January and 17 November 2017. There is evidence to show that many of those
opposing land restitution to the victims of the conflict are former paramilitaries or
powerful landowning families who benefit from local systemic corruption and rely
on neo-paramilitary groups to obstruct the land claims processes.

* In November 2017, Jeffrey Feltman, UN Under-Secretary-General for
Political Affairs, expressed his deep concern regarding the reported
vacuums of authority in many areas of Colombia and the resultant
insecurity for communities. He recognised these as the areas were social
leaders were being targeted and killed. Feltman points out that the

authorltles themselves conflrmed rising levels of violence”.

[ABColombia i Jigoo. s/ kRPUE]
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S | atin America Briefing Note: Focus on
Human Rights Defenders under Threat

and Attack Jan 2017
Physical Attacks
In Colombia in 2016 dozens of HRDs were killed, many in connection to business
& human rights issues.

o Forinstance, Erley Monroy, who led the opposition against the fracking
industry in Caqueta was killed, and a colleague of his suffered an
assassination attempt;

o an Afro Colombian leader opposing mining operations in Cesar, including by
Drummond, was killed - the company denied any responsibility in the case;

o alawyer representing informal miners was shot dead in Antioquia - the
company that was involved in negotiations with the group he represented,
Gran Colombia Gold, didn’t comment on the case.

According to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, only in 2015, 54
HRDs were killed in Colombia and dozens have been subject to death threats, in
a context in which peace talks advanced and a series of reforms, including
granting land rights to millions of internally displaced people, involved many
companies with claims to those lands. |
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NGO Statements at June 2017 IAWG Meeting

Why violence against environmental and land defenders is increasing in Colombia
* Government’s post-conflict development strategy relies heavily on international investment.

*  Former FARC territory, newly demilitarized, appeals strongly to mining and agribusiness interests,
whose forays into new rural regions accompanied by the rise of illegal armed groups.

* In absence of political/military conflict, environmental and social conflicts are intensifying, and social
protest is increasingly criminalized.

* Aspecial “anti-riot police force”(part of the interior ministry and distinct from the civil police force) is
used as a sort of legal loophole to conduct the government’s repressive “dirty work.”

Primary power brokers in Colombia:

* The environmental ministry is relatively weak.

* Local authorities tend to have significant power and little incentive to support activists. To support local
activists, they must have a keen understanding of the issues at hand and a strong sense of integrity.

e Thelocus of the problem, including the most pervasive corruption, is at local level. The decision to send
n “riot police” is made at the local level (either by the mayor of the municipality or the governor of the
department).
*  Most community members are quite familiar with the benefits of intensive development (e.g.
government revenue and other economic benefits) and less familiar with the risks.

Requests for United States
¢ Theimplementation of the peace agreement should coincide with efforts to investigate and dismantle the
“neo-paramilitary groups” proliferating in the vacuum left by the departure of FARC.

* The Colombian government must recognize the issue [of violence against environmental defenders] and
publically track the results of the ongoing land restitution process.

* U.S.Embassies and other U.S. institutions could offer clear messaging that helps relieve the stlgma
surrounding environmental defenders. .
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Peace Brigades International
December 13,2017 Warning

...as an exception, we are publishing this announcement, due to the serious humanitarian crisis and lack of protection within which
communities in the Colombian territories are currently livin g which include combat situations between illegal armed
groups, i wide-spread death threats; and generalised forced displacements: within the recent weeks in different areas of the country. In
the river basins of the Bajo Atrato, the ethnic communities accompanied by the Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJ P) have
lost two of their most two emblematic leaders in the past 12 days. On 8th December 2017 land claimant Hernan Bedoya was killed in the
collective territory of Pedeguita y Mancilla, as well as Mario Castafio Bravo from La Larga Tumaradé on 26th November. Both were land
élamlﬂants threatened due to their work denouncmg economic interests in their territories and for their resistance against forced
isplacement.

» PBI has historically accompanied both processes through CIJP and has installed international presence in the region of Bajo Atrato
for over 20 years. As well as expressing deep sadness due to the killing of both leaders, we see these recent events as an alarming
increase in the generalised situation of risk that human rights defenders are living under; risk that we consider will rise during the
festive period at the end of the year and with throughout the electoral campaigns given the little attention these issues will receive.

* Despite the fact that the territories of both land claimant leaders are situated in a region where the Colombian Military Forces
exert control through a strong territorial presence with different military operations, } it has not been possible to avoid such
killings. The presence of civil State Institutions is almost non-existent give the lack of security guarantees that the entities
themselves highlight.¢ In this context, in the field we come across check points and graffiti with the acronyms of the illegal armed
groups, amongst which those of the Autodefensas Gaitanista de Colombia (AGC).7

» Despite national and international entities having raised the issue of the killing of Mario Castafio Bravo on 27th November, less than
two weeks later a second land claimant leader is killed; all of this within half an hours distance from Police stations and Army
settlements of the 15th and 17th Brigades.

» PBI notes with great concern that, despite the reiterated alerts and recommendations throughout 2017 from multiple
organisations,? international organisms and States as well as from the high national and international Courts, $ advances by the
Colombian State in terms of offering true prevention and protection guarantees have been insufficient and lack territorial,
differential and gender focuses, i as well as the fact that their implementation is unknown in the territories.
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May 30, 2018: 73 U.S. Lawmakers Urge President Trump to Protect
Colombia Human Rights Defenders Amid Violence

* “The letter calls on the Trump Administration to use the resources of the State
Department, U.S. Agency for International Development and all other related
U.S. departments and agencies to speak with one voice and actively support
the security and protection of human rights and social leaders and their
communities. The lawmakers, including 14 Ranking Members of key House
Committees, emphasized that resolving this crisis is essential to the national
securlty and econom|c interests of both the United States and Colombia.”
[McGovern hittns:/feoo.ebiduniy]

“More specnflcally, we urge the State Department and USAID to provide more
resources for investigations, prosecutions and protection and to guarantee full
compliance with the U.S. conditions on military assistance to Colombia. This
should include increased support to the UNHRO-Colombia, the Human rights
Ombudsman (Defensoria del Pueblo), the Inspector General (Procuraduria), the
Interior Ministry’s National Protection Unit, and the Attorney General’s Office
(Fiscalia General) in the form of technology, technical support, aid for
administrative salaries and logistical expenses so they can increase their
coverage throughout the country. It is especially important that within the
Attorney General’s Office that the Special Unit to Dismantle Organized Crime and
Paramilitary Successor Groups and the Human Rights Unit demonstrate
concrete results.”
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Global Witness Reporting - Comparison
with Other Countries 2015-2016
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Global Witness Reporting - Comparison
with Other Countries 2017

DEMOLRATIC HE HELONGD 13

[The Guardian hitns:/eooelfwiiiihg]
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The following information is based on
open-source information, which is by its nature
incomplete. We will revise the PowerPoint as
more information becomes available.

More information desired
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* Mining
* Oil
* Hydropower

T

L
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1991: Colombian Constitution deems all
subsoil and non- renewable resources as state
property [vattenfall -00.g1/1v08Val

Overseen by the Mlnlstry of Mmes and Energy
(MINMINAS]

Sector activity [oEcD 2016 1
— Coal: ~75%

— Nickel 5%

— Gold 5%

— Other minerals (silver, platinum, tin, g tities

. . Black: coal
non-metallic minerals) 15% Yellow: gold

According to National Mining Agency in 2016, [UPME
“of 114 million hectares in the territory of
Colombia, 5% were under mining license,
2.3% were in exploratlon phase and 1. 1% were
in production stage” [vattenfall https://go0.2l/1v08Va]
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Mining Sector: Government Priority

August 2013: Colombian Wﬁgm o
Government created “Projects of o
National and Strategic Interest”
(PINE) des:gnatlon] [MINMINAS

T
\ § o Y

— Q4 2017 MINMINAS PINE report
listed nine projects: Buritica, La
Colosa, Soto Norte, Helios,
Centro del Cesar, La Luna, La
Jagua, Cerro Matoso, Cerrejon

(projects in italics are included
in this presentation)

e e

PINE projects
[MINMINAS hitos:/isoo alivoHavE

* “Mining could become Colombia’s economic growth engine with investments
of at least $1.5 billion a year over the next five years if the government
guarantees legal certamty to busmesses the industry’s top representative

said.” [Reuters May 2017 h ]
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Mining Sector: PowerPoint Case List

Ay Mroject ihividual Name . \\%\i\v\w% cpattment \& Jelenuer case |
. . _

Cerrejon Mine Coal La Guajira

E
E
E
E
E
E
:

"o
"o

Py
s

- Wayuu community

Centro del Cesar Mines Coal Cesar
- El Hatillo, Boqueron, Plan Involuntary resettlement
Bonito communities
- Nestor Ivan Martinez Defender killed
La Colosa Mine Gold
Gran Colombia Gold Gold Caldas/Antioquia/Narino
- Willilam Garcia Cartagena Antioquia Defender killed
- Fabio Hernan Torres Cabrera Narifio Defender killed
Cerro Matoso Nickel
Francia Marquez 1llegal mining Cauca Death threats, Goldman Prize winner
Yolanda Maturana Illegal mining Risaralda/Choco Defender killed
Manuel Dolores Pino Perafan 1llegal mining Cauca Defender killed
Gustavo Alberto Suarez Osorio Illegal mining Antioquia Defender killed

Not all of these cases may be environmental defender cases, and there are
many more cases that we have not included.
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Mining Sector Regulations

2001 Mining Code declares mining a “public interest,” which “takes precedence
over any other activity, which has the potential to undermine environmental
protection laws”
— Article 34: “allows for authorities to remove the environmental protection
awarded to national forest reserves for the purpose of mining”
— Article 37: “prevents municipal authorities from prohibiting mining, even if it
competes with other interests in their jurisdiction.”
m Municipal authorities have the right to organise Consultas Populares
(local referenda) that have the power to prohibit the commencement of
mining activities
— Prior Mining Codes required an environmental impact study before a project’s
exploratory phase, EIS is now required after exploratory stage and before

exp10|tat|on phase
[Vattenfall hittn 'mao, e/ 1vORVa]

- 2012: Royalty system changes, now collected by central government; funds
are routed to reglo]ns through Central System of Royalties [OECD
35 / LN \ \\ \\\\\ 84
o 20 14 Exped:ted enwronmental lmpact assessment process passed (Decree
2041) [Vattenfall https://eo0.2l/1v08Val
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Social Conflicts Between Communities and Mining Ventures

» Core source of social conflict between communities and those conducting mining activities is the
perception that the communities do not benefit from the wealth generated by mining, due to
high levels of corruption.

— In 2011, more than 100 mayors (out of 1123 municipalities) were punished by the Inspector General.

» The disappearance of royalties accruing from mining licences into private hands is
well-documented.

— In La Guajira, where three previous governors were convicted following corruption charges, the
percentage of people living in extreme poverty increased, even as the department took in significant
royalties.

— InCesar, La Jagua de Ibirico is renowned as one of the most corrupt municipalities in Colombia.
Investigations by the Contraloria General de la RepUblica (Colombian Comptroller’s Office) revealed
irregularities in the use of funds and awarding of contracts. Several mayors have been jailed on
charges of corruption. Despite being the municipality that receives the most royalties in a
department whose relative wealth accrues from coal mining and its royalties, living conditions for
La Jagua’s inhabitants have not improved, and development has not occurred as anticipated. For
example, from 1997 to 2003, the town received about 100 billion pesos (around USD35 million) from
royalties but never received clean drinking water. This prompted the Ombudsman's Office to ask the
Anti-Corruption Office of the Presidency to investigate corruption in the management of coal royalties
in Cesar.

» High levels of corruption at the regional level prompted the central government to take back
powers from regional authorities. From an environmental-monitoring perspective, this meant that
the Agencia Nacional de Licencias Ambientales (Environmental Licensing Authority, or ANLA)
took over responsibilities such as monitoring or licensing that were previously held by regional
authorities.

[Vattenfall hitns://eoo el lva8va]
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Social Conflicts Between Communities and Mining Ventures

» “The system for collecting royalties in Colombia, as a result, was changed in 2012. Royalties are
now collected by the central government, which then routes the funds to the regions via the
General System of Royalties. However, a 2015 report by the OECD found that the current system of
resource administration fails to incentivise regional authorities to improve their capacity to
make public investment.

— “Recent investigations by the Comptroller General revealed cases of corruption relating to the misuse and
diversion of public funds in the mining corridor from 2012 to 2015 in Cesar’s municipalities of La Jagua del
Ibirico, Becerril, and Agustin Codazzi. In La Jagua, the Comptroller General found irregularities of more than
127 billion pesos in the construction of social housing and 2.4 billion pesos of overcharges in the School Food
Programme.

» “The OECD has also highlighted the poor coordination, conflicting agendas, and lack of trust in

the judicial system and among institutions that fight corruption, citing a lack of independence,
susceptibility to political agendas, and overall ineffectiveness.

» “While Colombia’s justice system faces significant challenges with respect to punishing crimes of
corruption (including within the judiciary) and violence against trade unionists, among other
victims, recent data suggests that better access to justice and speedier case resolution have
begun to improve matters. Some judicial institutions now enjoy high approval ratings, including
the Constitutional Court, whose role is to uphold the social and economic rights of individuals.

» “Anincrease in transparency is seen as a fundamental step to win citizens’ trust, and the
government has already taken action.

— “Colombia’s accession to the Open Government Partnership (OGP) in 2012 entailed commitments on access
to information and e-government.

— “Regarding accountability and citizen engagement, a new Law on Transparency and Access to Public
Information was promulgated.”

[Vattenfall hitns//eoo el 1vD8Va]

ED_004926A_00015177-00046




Contradictions Between FPIC and Mining Code

“There are a number of challenges related to definitions, legal consistency, and perceived
contradictions between FPIC and the Mining Code

« “In general, laws and regulations frequently overlap and contradict one another. According to civil
society, “Law 685 of 2001 (commonly known as the Mining Code) conflicts with a number of other
national policies, including Constitutional protections to Indigenous Peoples and safeguards for the
environment.” They argue that Colombia appears to have moved in the direction of facilitating
foreign direct investments (FDI) in mining to the extent of creating “Strategic Mining Areas” to be
auctioned to multinational corporations, threatening the survival of indigenous people.

« “There are no clear guidelines or rules for the companies to apply because the right to FPIC, even if
guaranteed by law, is not regulated. This has generated inconsistent approaches and led to
numerous court cases and a plethora of jurisprudence that is open to interpretation.

« “Not all indigenous communities are registered as “indigenous”, and some are hence not recognised
by the government as such. Consequently, it is unclear which communities are entitled to FPIC.

« “The decision resulting from the FPIC is also not recognised as binding for the state. However, the
Inter-American Court on Human Rights has declared that there are three cases in which a decision
from the community should be binding (Sentencia T-129/2011):

« When the process requires resettlement;
« When the process requires storage and disposal of toxic material;

« When there are high environmental, social, and cultural impacts that put at risk the existence of the
community.”

_ ‘o §ofw e orn s
Eadedeny ove § feg e T TN TNY F o
FRTE LS FAERERFY $3§ 8% F¥ %.-\‘\S_o\

[Vattenfa“ PRLAAS N SV Wi VRSOV
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° Colom bia has largest coal reserves in Latin America [Library of Congress 2007

floveey ovl felo Rl
PRI R AN ¥ {0

— ,[1\5 of Q3i in 2017 coal acc]ounted for 66.06% of the mining sector and 1.25% of GDP
MINMINAS }: '

* Colombia exported 92. 1% (83 3 mllllon tons) of the coal it produced in 2016

[International Energy Agency 2017 i

— Fourth-largest coal exporter in the world
— Traditionally, primary export markets are Europe and North America; exports to Asia grew
in2016
» November 2017: Vattenfall releases report “A Human Rights Risk Assessment in
Colombla Vattenfall s Efforts on Coal Supply Chain Responsibility”

gon § 4 \\\ m"is TN
\\\e' SAS8F 3\5\‘\\\

— Coal productlon occurs pnmarlly in departments of La Guajira, Cesar, Cundinamarca,
Boyaca, and Norte de Santander; highest concentration of coal mining activities occurs in
Cesar

» Coal sector dominated by large-scale open pit activities [Vattenfall]

» The mid 2000s were characterised by a lack of compliance with environmental
legislation by coal mining companies including issues related to hazardous
discharges in water, pollution due to poor disposal and treatment of
particulates, the lack of solid waste management plans and permits for water
abstraction for rivers, etc. [Vattenfall]
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Coal - No National Policy Aligned
with WHO on Pollution

» 2013: “Constitutional Court (ST 154 / 2013127) mandated that the
Ministry of Environment “coordinate with relevant institutions and
build a comprehensive national policy aligned with the [World
Health Organization] and other international institutions with the
objective of optimising pollution prevention and control caused by
the exploitation and transportation of coal.

* “This has not been satisfied by the authorities, despite reminders
issued by the Comptroller General’s office.

* “This ruling is also being used by civil society to declare that any
monitoring that does not follow the guidance of the WHO or, in
fact, any license being considered by the Agencia Nacional de
Licencias Ambientales (Environmental Licencing Authority, or
ANLA) is illegal because neither the Ministry of the Environment
nor the ANLA has followed the order.”
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Coal - Communities Harmed by
Pollution, Water Impacts

» “According to civil society organisations such as Forumsyd and Tierra Digna,
communities are being negatively affected by the environmental impacts of mining
activities, indicating that coal production in Cesar and La Guajira departments
contributes significantly to such impacts.

* “The two most debated environmental effects in these regions are:

— “The impact of dust and particulate air emissions contributed by coal-mining operations,
compared to other sectors, as monitored through air-monitoring installations. Air pollution is the
prime reason authorities decided to involuntary resettle communities in Cesar Department;

— “Impacts on water, water use, and access to drinkable water for local communities, especially
for people that live in semi-arid and arid areas such as La Guajira.

* “Environmental impacts also occur outside the areas in which mining activities are
performed via transportation routes and port facilities in the Magdalena and La Guajira
departments.

— “Forexample, in January 2014, the government halted coal shipments from a portin Magdalena
until the facility could be improved so as to prevent the contamination of nearby beaches.

* “Currently, neither government nor scientific studies comprehensively measure the
impact of coal-mining activities on the environment and surrounding communities in
La Guajira or Cesar. According to the Constitutional Court, ‘it is evident that levels of
environmental monitoring over coal mining activities by the authorities is insufficient
and ineffective.”

[Vattenfall it /ison ol LvDRVE]
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Cerrejon Open-Pit Coal Mine (La Guajira Dept)

* Largest coal mine in Latin America
[BankTrack hii 2]

. Located in southeast of La Guajira
near Rancheria River

« Equally owned by BHP Billiton
(Australia)/Glencore
(Switzerla nd)/Anglo Amerlcan (UK);
all 33.3% [Cerrején hitps://ec 2 0]

« 1976: INTERCOR (ExxonMobll subsndlary) signs contract with CARBOCOL (state-owned
compa ny) for exploratlon, construction, and productlon of Cerre/on North Zone
[Cerrejon nitns://eoo.sl/xKBups; Colombian Central Bank 1 Hleoo.sllvECZR]

» 1986: Productlon starts

. 1997 EVI thf]' of Tabaco Communltybeglns [Observatory of Mining Conflicts in Latin America

. 1999 Colomblan government extends contract 25 years, until 2034 [cerrejon i

dlonn o
§d ‘:Q:\\&\m o

Powrt Bolivar

Mining Technology

o8]

« 2001: Inhabitants of Tabaco village forcefully evicted due to expansmn of operatlons as

of 2017 community still not entirely resettled [Vattenfall p.38
- May 2002: The Sup

preme Court of Justice ord
g wéﬁﬁﬁfmg to evicted residents of m.swm 2002. As of 2@17 the order has not
yet been fulfilled on grounds that the municipality lacks resources [Vattenfall p. 35]

. 2002 ExxonMobll sells all shares to to BHP/Glencore/Anglo American [Cerrején

\ Wi \\,4-]
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Cerrejon Mine: Communities Evicted as Mine Operations Expand

* 2006: IACHR receives petition from municipality established due to
Cerrejon alleging that 30 gov’t officers (including from Army)
conducted authorized raid that resulted in three deaths and other
assaults; 2014, IACHR determines case is admissible nacHr: g00.8l/v1vrby]

* 2006: Tamaquito Il community requests resettlement due to |solat|on
as nea rby communltles were resettled by Cerrejon” [cerrején response to CINEP

report 2016 © coo elfawi 1 o]
* 2006: Chancleta and Patllla communltles begin resettlement [cerrején
Sustainability Report 2015 go0.gl/SFIVV]

* 2007: Tamaquito Il community resettlement begins; 100% of families
moved to new site by August of 2013 [Cerrején Sustainability Report 2015]

* 2011: Company proposes large expansion, increased productlon

approx. 20% but will need more land and water [BHP https:/200.81/hBUCIU;
Peace Brigades International hitos://eoo.o/Renedl]

* August 2013: de5|gnated as PrOJect of National and Strategic Interest
(PINE) [MINMINAS https://go0 gl/VeHVF]
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Ce

Cerrejon Mine: Environment-Related Community Conflict

Opposition from surrounding WayGu community on basis that Cerrején tried to
divert a local water source (2014); has also polluted and contaminated water; did
not consult local communities [Global Witness Hiin 00, 1
- Varying groups outspoken against Cerrejon such as women’s group
Fuerza de Mujeres Wayuu: Angelica Ortiz (General Secretary of Fuerza de
Mujeres Wayu (Wayiu Women's Force) and Jakeline Romero (member)
actively protesting Cerrejon

« May 2015: Colombian Constitutional Court holds “Cerrejon directly responsible
forimpacting [Patllla and Chancleta communities’] right to water and right to
food” [Vattenfall p.38 v L7yl

Jakeline Romero [Global
Witness]

1 Con. Court T-256/15 i

— 2014: Casein municipal court
rrejon not mentioned in following cases, but community affected:
° Ei}skwmbwi{}‘if TACHR directs GoC to adopt precautionary measures in favor ﬁfa?"z ldren in Wayiu

communities after’ 3?&@2&@ tack of access to d inking Wai%}? and maémif fion” “allegedly caused the
death of 4??{‘3” children in the last 8 years jacsr pusiish =

- August 2017 WLHFE %f;{’{?ﬂ(f'i nrecaulionary measurss fo m«:éud@ ) eg‘ﬂan’{ aﬁd MUTSING WOIMEN DACHR hiins//ion.aliksh

* August 2016: Constitutional {Z@L a"t Q?’iﬁ??‘ rs Sigt@ 0? Colombia to ensure adequate access to qualily
drinking water [Con. Court T-486/16 h /

December 2016: Constitutional Court deCIdes consultatlon was done improperly for the Port Bolivar expansion
project and _d]st be carried out with a first pre-consultation meeting within 48 hours of the ruling (con. court T-704/16

— Case filed under terms of lack of FPIC
~ Meeting must be proposed by the company and National Authority for Environmental Licenses with appropriate participation
from affected communities
August 2017: Constitutional Court orders Cerrejon to conduct new techmcal study and consult with communities,
must stop diversion of Bruno Stream [con. Court A419-17 }; ]
— Operations suspended until study is completed
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History of Violence in Cesar Dept

. nghest concentration of coal mining activities occurs in Cesar [Vattenfall

LT T

\ AT IS §~§\«‘t R
& § o8 F%RF o8

LN \w\ A Lf EWRIOY )

. 3 mmlng companles operate in department of Cesar [pax2014p.16

e Drummond Ltd (wholly owned subsidiary of Drummond Company, Inc.
[Alabama- based])

— Prodeco Group (wholly owned subsidiary of Glencore Plc. [Switzerland-based])
— Colombian Natural Resources (CN R) S A S owned by Murray Energy Corp (Ohio);
acquired in 2015 [vattenfall hittp 'wo0.gl/1v08va]
» Autodefensas Unidas de Q@E{:}mb“ {fkiﬁﬁ}? including the Juan Andrés
Alvarez (JAA) ?%“mé ?@3@@@3%%‘35% “§:€Z§§“ most of the violence during 1996-2006
in Cesar @%Qi PAX By 00elaGEHFh .25
in this time peri i}é:% “at E@agi 499 civilians in the Cesar mining region were killed in
massacres committed by the JAA Front”
- PAX estimates that the 3AA Front “committed at least 2,600 selective killings in
the Cesar mining region”
* According to PAX, likely that Drummond and Prodeco were aware of
paramilitary violence given its level [p.29]
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"“2Centro del Cesar Mines (Cesar Dept)

* Six open-pit mines (see yellow
highlight), owned by Drummond
Coal Company (based in
Birmingham, AL), Prodeco
(Glencore, Anglo-Swiss), Murray

Energy Corporatlon (Ohio) minminas
/7EYJ64]

— Each company owns 2 mines

e 2002: Drummond sued by Colombian union over 3 killings of union workers [Ny
Times hitps://goo.gl/mePriS]

e Aunionin Colombla and the families of the dead leaders assert that
Drummond's Colombian managers signaled paramilitary gunmen that
they wanted the officials killed

e 2010: Drummond, Prodeco, CNR ordered by Ministry of Environment to
resettle three communities due to “high levels of air pollution in mining
corridor” [vattenfall p33 hitps://e0o.cl/1v08val

e Communities: Boqueron El Hatlllo Plan Bonito
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- Centro del Cesar Mines: Mining Radically Changes Living Conditions

* March 2013: World Food Programme, OHCHR, UN Office for
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs respond to food crisis, find
that “communities’ living conditions have changed radically as
a result of the mining activity. Access to agricultural, hunting,
grazing, and fishing areas has disappeared or been significantly
restricted” [vattenfall p.33]

* August 2013: All 6 mines collectively designated as MINMINAS

PrOJect of Natlonal and Strategic Interest (PINE) [mINmINAS
..\M“‘w\ m: T \\'I

. 2017 Desplte deadline for resettlement set for 2011, as of 2017,
only Plan Bonito has been resettled [vattenfall p34 hitps://g00.21/1v08va]
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Centro del Cesar Mines: Defender Killed September 2016

« Néstor lvan Martinez, opposed expansion of
mines owned by Drummond

— “Involved in several social movements and was a
symbol for the fight against the negative impact
of the coal mines in the Cesar region in
northeastern Colombia”

» September 2016: “Two unknown armed men
forced their entry into the farm of Martinez's
brother in the village of Chiriguana. They tied
up his brother and his brother's wife, waited

for Martinez to arrive and then shot him in the
head”

F I IOSNSE 5P -y
FRET e J fereney ori FY Rim o el
[PAX for Peace hiips://zoo. gl /XNBsc3
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. Smce 2006 gold mining in Colombia has increased by over 300% wsuv s

. Illegal and informal gold mining is a growing challenge (usaioj

* The scale of mining has grown faster than the institutional capacity to
adequately regulate and control mining activities saioj

* "According to the Government of Colombia (GOC), illegal gold mining has replaced
drug trafficking as the primary source of income for organized crime, armed
groups, and illicit actors. This only adds fuel to the violence as illegal mining
finances criminal organizations and their activities. Nationally, 38 percent of
Colombia’s territory that is affected by illegal mining is also affected by illicit coca

ritltiviatian ? niicain
70,000 +,

65.000 {1

* “According to official figures, in
2014 large-scale operations
accounted for only 12% of gold
production and the total
number of mining title holders
were responsible for only 17%

of production.” [OECD 2017
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* Primer trimestre

Gold production since 1942 [MINMINAS 2018 ixtips://s00.8

s
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La Colosa Gold Mine (Tolima Dept): Suspended After March 2017
Popular Consultation

Open-pit mine to potentially be largest in Colombla seventh la rgest

undeveloped gold project in world [Mining Technology hitps://s00.s! {77]

* 2005: Permit issued to AngloGold Ashanti (AGA) based in South Afrlca
- AGA has been active in Colombia since 1999 (aca 2006 Annual Report hztps.//

« 2006: Exploration started in Cajamarca [Mining Technology

- February 2008: Operations suspended after mining area clarlfled as

forefst reserve, AGA ordered to file for special permission to operate
[PAX for Peace itipa/fsooeiiariuixd

- 2010: Mlmstry of Environment authorizes AGA to cont inue
exploration; AGA fined [Ministry of Environment 2010 hitps:/

s‘éoiomhia

« December 2012: AGA holds informative meeting in Piedras
to discuss processing ore in the mumupallty, commumty
stops meeting [Colombia Solidarity 2013 1 so0 s/ wi3BYm]

- July 2013: Popular consultation in Pledras 99 2% vote

“no” on allowing operatlons for lar e-scale gold mining
[Nat’l Registry of Civil Status hitps, 15

— AGArequested annulment of vote process ongoing as of . |
March 2018 [AGA March 2018 & 32 Map of Cajamarca (1), Ibaqué

« August 2013: Designated as MINMINAS PrOJect of Natlonal (2), Piedras (3)
and Strategic Interest (PINE) [MINMINAS nttps://e00 st/ THav 0 [Third World Quarterly 2017 b,
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La Colosa Gold Mine: 2013 Defender Killed,
2017 Cajamarca Popular Consultation

e 2 November 2013: Pédro César Garcia Moreno
k’llEd by tWO hltmen [El Espectador [ s Fnalig)
— Opposed La Colosa and mining in Cajamarca

— December 2015: Alvaro Meléndez sentenced to
55 years in prison for orgamzmg murder of
Ga I’Cl a Moreno [Colombia Attorney General i feoa elis20og]

— March 2017: José Alirio Gutiérrez sentenced to
23 years in prison for obtamlng weapons used to
kill Garcia Moreno [colombia AG it so.gUOTIEm]

Garcia Moreno in blue {

26 March 2017: Referendum held in Cajamarca, 98.8% vote “no” to mining
projects in the municipality [Nat'| Registry https:/,
— All AGA operations suspended after community referendum [Reuters hitos://eoo gl/x569K

« 27 March 2017: Mmlster of Mmes and Energy states referendum is not bmdmg
[Front Line Defenders hitos://eoo el/h@Pod]

- AGAstill seeks to “advance engagements at La Colosa and lift force majeure” in
order to resume exploratlon [AGA Annual Report2017 «rx], possibly by end of
2019 [Mining Technology hitps://soo.el/h8ZN

i ey E I
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Company: Gran Colombia Gold (Caldas/Antioquia/Narino Depts)

. Canadlan company, operates mainly in Colombia [cce

‘‘‘‘‘

- Largest underground gold and silver producer in Colombia,
all projects are underground
* Has three main projects: Segovia (Antloqwa) Marmato
(Caldas), Zancudo (Antioquia) [cce & 00.gl/AIWKaE]
— 100% ownership of all projects

e 25 February 2017: GCG sues Colombian Government for
$700 million due to government’s failure to evict illegal
miners and lnactlon in response to attacks by the ELN in
2016 [w Radio }; so.el/rmasiy]

— March 2018: Case in pre arbltral phase [pinero © e/ GEVNGD]

e 28 February 2017: Constitutional Court orders GCG to
suspend operations at Marmato project until
consultatlon wrth communities occurs [Con. Court SU133-17

. September 2017 42-day civil disruption at Segovia
project came to an end, happened due to miners
wanting to be]incorporated into GCG’s title [sce

ED_004926A_00015177-00061



Gran Colombia Gold: Defender Killed September 2016

(Antioquia Dept.)

* William Garcia Cartagena worked as a public
defenderfor Ombudsman s office [RcN

\\\‘\\ 36 \ \\ Of
IR RN Biiand 20 \ HE
S

. Supported protest agalnst mining company
[El Colombiano hitips://goo.g /AKCLDN]

* The Ombudsman S Offlce regretted the
death of the lawyer and asked the
authorities to establish the motives of the

crime [El Colombiano]
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Gran Colombia Gold: Defender Killed July 2015 (Narino Dept)

* GCG also owns Mazamorras Project

* 2011: Conflict occurred between community
members and company representatives; GCG
suspends activities after social leader killed

and protests escalate [McGill Research Group
tosi//soo.elit J; ABColombia 2012 & /{e00.8/PD4END]

July 2015 Fablo Hernan Torres Cabrera killed, ... =
“had been leading community resistance @t,‘;QfMaz;‘;;;ra& .
actions against the ‘Mazamorras Gold’ S
project, was killed by armed men who arrived

at his home of room in the path of Santa

Marta, San Lorenzo - Narino” censat
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Cerro Matoso Mine (Cordoba Dept): Constitutional Court Case Rules

Company Must Compensate Community Members for Health Impacts
* Open-pit nickel mine operated by Cerro Matoso S.A. (owned by
South32, spinoff of BHP Billiton)
— Cerro Matoso is one of world’s largest ferronickel producers

[South32 i

- Ore eXported tO Europe US Chlna Japan [Environmental Justice Atlas

* 1982: Nickel production began [pefensoria del Pueblo 2014 htps://soo.si/niRkey]

e Au gust 2013: Des:gnated MINMINAS Project of Natlonal and
" Strateglc Interest mnvinas el Ty

* December 2017: Constitutional Court orders “Cerro Matoso SA to initiate the
necessary procedures for the issuance of a new environmental license that
meets the standards of Colombian law” [El Espectador hiips://soo.el/vi2kah]

— Court concluded that mine affected communities’ health orders Cerro Matoso
to compensate community members [LaRrepablica i 20,8/ TFPPig]

» 11 April 2018: Cerro Matoso rejects the Court S rulmg, demes any health
lmpacts from mlnlng operations [South32 https://goo.sl/pDeNa’]

— South32isin the process of appealing the deas:on [South32 httn el/zn28r4]

e 14 April 2018: Head of compa ny states that Cerro Matoso w:ll contmue to
operate [LaReplblica htins://s00.2/9Rx8LE]
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 lllegal mmmg occurs in 25/32 departments of Colombia [Ministry of Mining and Energy
(MINMINAS) hittn fono sl/UNKIA4]
— Most promlnent in departments of Antioquia, Cauca, Choco, Narifio and south of Bolivar

+ National Mining Agency estimates that lllegal and informal actors are respons:ble
for 80% of gold (nearly 68 tons) produced in Colombia [usaiD 1 00.21/B6xhZh]
[18 Bogota 746, sent June 12 2018]

* “Environmental defenders who confront illegal mining are often pitting
themselves against organized criminal groups, and thus are more likely to be
subject to violence.”

* Arepresentative from the Army’s lllegal Mining Brigade “painted a bleak picture of
the battle to deterillicit mining. He noted that the price of one kilogram of gold
fetches USD 45,000 - almost 20 times the price of a kilogram of cocaine at the
point of production - and underscored that these economic incentives will
continue to entice illegal actors. [Representative from Ministry of Mines]
highlighted that authorities uncovered over USD 5,000,000 in illegal mining
operations for the illegal miners in Rio Quito, Choco department.

* “The widespread prevalence of illegal actors and the strong economic incentives
all but guarantee that illegal gold mining will remain a significant driver for
harmful environmental and human health issues and a disruptive force in local
communities for the foreseeable future in the absence of licit opportunities.”
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Francia Marquez - 2018 Goldman Prize Recipient Opposing Illegal
Mining (Cauca Dept)

* Began opposingillegal miningin La Toma in 2014,
when “illegal miners began operating 14 backhoes on
the banks of the Ovejas River near La Toma”; as a
result, chemicals contaminated the river and caused
health problems in the community

* Organized a march to bring attention to social and
environmental damage caused by illegal mining

* Helped her community reach an agreement with
Government of Colombia to “eradicate illegal mining
in La Toma”

— As of “end of 2016, all illegal mining machinery operating
in La Toma had been physically removed or destroyed by
Colombian security forces"

* Marquez has since been forced to move to Cali for her
safety

[Goldman Prize Hitos/ eon s VRIVEW] . Cotombia
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Killed February 2018: Yolanda Maturana (Risaralda/Choco Depts)

* “President of Association of Friends of Flora and
Fauna,” which “protect the environment, but also to
denounce the illegal installations of the multinational
companies in their territory and that have negative
impacts on the lives of the inhabitants”

* “The victim was known in the departments of
Risaralda (center) and Chocé (northwest)
for denouncing illegal mining in that part of

Colombla and the contamination of water sources.”
[El ESpECtador flonn {‘\‘\c\w\-- 3 ‘\“3\“—'

* Killing mentloned on UN Human Rights Twitter
account

[HRD Memorial
i rejects the homicide of ntpsd/esoalabskyal

Yalanda Maturana, vPresider}t of the
Association of Friends of Flara and Fauna in
Risaralda, we will follow up #
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_

B L L e e

Killed January 2017: Gustavo Alberto Suarez Osorio

. “Suarez Osono was a soc:|al leader and the administrator
of the reserve Mesenia of the Colibri Foundation located
in the district of Jardin of Antioquia. He fought for
consultation, land rights and the environment in these
conflict regions, in the face of mining and energy
projects. His death has been linked to his activism.”
[Busmess and Human 1nghts Resource Center

. Accordmg to the Mlnlstry of Government and the Police,
the homicide would be related to personal business and
not to its defense of the environment and its opposition

to mlnlng prOJects |n southwest Antioquia. [La Silla Vacia
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Killed May 2016: Manuel Dolores Pino Perafan (Cauca Dept)

e

* General secretary of the Community Action

Board of the Fondas corregimiento [w Radio
* Community leader and member of a

cooperative for legal miners o
 Strongly opposed illegal mining in the area

* Shot by two unknown men while traveling in
a car
[Caracol Radio [
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April 2018: Community Awaiting Popular Consultation To
Oppose M

ining (Boyaca Dept)
TS

* In Gachantiva forums and debates have been
held around the popular consultation,
bringing experts in the field and leaders from
other Colombian municipalities that have
already faced this problem and have had
favorable results

* The mining company that at all costs wants
to obtain the exploitation license for
limestone is Cementos Tequendama, who
intend to develop an open-pit mining project
of great magnitude and consequently of
strong environmental impact.

[Semillas https://soo. /9 5i0]
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Overseen by National Hydrocarbons Agency (ANH)

— Permits overseen by Mlnlstry of Mining and Energy
(MINMINAS) [MINMINAS https://zoo.ei/siooy]

* Since globalflnanC|alcr|S|s onlproductlon has
declined [Reuters & {2008V EOPhSY]

— “The country once earned about a fifth of its national
income from oil revenues, royalties and taxation, but that
figure fell to nearly zero during the global decline in crude
prices and companies sharply curtailed production and
exploration™

— Sector also targeted by guerrilla group National Liberation -/

Army (ELN)
* Many operations owned by Ecopetrol, state-owned
oil enterprise

* Investment from private oil companles set to increase
30 to 45 percent over in 2018 [Reuters h

* Qof2017 crude oil and natural gas accounted for
4.19% of total GDP minminas » lYkUZE]

Map of OII product/on (Feb
2017) [ANH & sel/brzice]

Yellow = exploratlon

Red = operation

Grey = unassigned

Purple = under technical evaluation-
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Opp05|t|on from U'wa Community Over Oil Exploration in

Territory (Boyaca Dept)

e 1992: Occidental de Colombia (subsidiary of U.S. company

Occidental Oil and Gas) applies for a permlt to explore and exploit
oilin Samore Block, an area containing “a protected zone,” “a
reserve,” and “traditional lands claimed by the U'wa people”
1995: U’wa threaten mass suicide if oil work progresses

February 1995: Ministry of Environment issues permit to Oxy
authorizing exploration (Resolution 110) 29 Au gust 1995:
Ombudsperson, serving as representative of the U’'wa people, filed
a petition seeking a constitutional writ of protection of human
rights [accion de tutela] and an appeal seeking nullification of
Resolution 110 [IACHR https://s00.gl/HEYN1]
— September 1995: Su perlor Court of Santafé de Bogota rules that
consultation process must be undertaken [IACHR]

— October 1995: Supreme Court overturns Superior Court’s
decision

— February 1997: Constitutional Court upholds Superior Court
ruling; orders consultation but upholds Resolution 110

[OAS/Harvard joint report 1998 hitos://soo.slfTAZngd]
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Continued Opposition from U'wa Community Over Oil
Exploration in Territory (Boyaca Dept)

April 1997: U’wa people file petition with IACHR

alleging that the Government of Colombia didn’t

regard their right to FPIC and “has taken measures

that directly compromise their physical and cultural

integrity and identity” [IACHR https://go0.gl/HEYN11]

— Also alleges that State failed to take necessary steps to
protect ancestral territory

1998: Berito Kuwaru’wa (U’'wa community member)

wins Goldman Prize, led court appeal to remove Oxy

from community terntory [Goldman Prize hitn coo.el/dill

2002: Oxy withdraws from project [CENSAT
https://go0.gl/nvgRWA]

2015: IACHR issues admissibility report on U’wa case:
“The petitioners maintain that without regard forthe  Berito Kuwaru'wa [Goldman
U’wa people’s rights, the State continued to allow Prize]

drilling, mining and other projects that were

prejudicial to the U’'wa people’s phys:cal and cultural

integrity and identity” [IACHR h '200.2l/HEYN1Y]
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Community Referenda in Oil Industry

e September 2017: Referendum planned then
suspended due to lack of funding (Meta Dept)

— September 2017: Referendum planned in in La Macarena
municipality asking residents if they want to allow oil
activities within municipality contagio Radio httns//soo. sl pwzs0]

— November 2017: Referendum cancelled due to lack of
funding from federal government [1a e hiins //o00 el/caonH]

* June 2017: Residents in Cumaral municiaplity (Meta
Dept.) voted by a large majority to ban crude
exploration, drilling and production, specifically by
company Mansarovar Energy (Indian and Chinese
OWI’]QCl) [El Mundo hittos://goe.el/YmR2E]

* Dec 15, 2013: inhabitants of Tauramena in Casanare
Dept. voted against oil exploratlon on thelr land
[National Registry of Civil Status hitps://goo.gl/8VEQLT]
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[HRD Memorial i}

IErant. Line Defenders. i

Killed January 2016: Mario Alexi Tarache Perez

(Casanare Dept)

Mario Alexi Tarache Perez (36) was president of the
Community Action Board (JAC) of Vereda Arenitas de San
Luis de Palenque (Casanare)

On January 14, 2016, he was shot 12 times in front of his
house as he was returning home

Mario Perez was a strong critic of the oil industry in the
ared [Las Chivas del Llano https://goo.gl/ja8xNc]

June 19, 2016: Casanare Police Department Criminal
Investigation Section (SIJIN), in coordination with 17th
District Prosecutor's Office of Orocué and support of the EDA
Sectional Prosecutor's Office, captured two men designated
to be the materlal authors (Nelfer age 43, Haider, age 33)
[HSB Noticias h ]

Killing in same region (Casarne), two months after the
murder of Daniel Abril, leader of the Civic Committee for
Human Rights of Meta and member of MOVICE - Movement of

Victims of State Crimes.
. . Case mentioned by:
Mentioned by Attorney General website .

[https://goo.gl/iTKac3]

H P
: :
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 Rodriguez and his partner killed in their home on March
17,2015

* Inthe area, there is a strong presence of troops,
belonging to the Selva Brigade 27, guarding facilities
and petroleum infrastructure of the Consorcio Colombia
Energy. The house of the murdered defender is less than
10 minutes from the Porvenir military base. This
community is part of the Puerto Vega - Teteyé Corridor,
whose communities have historically mobilized in fierce
opposition to the expansion of the oil industry due to the
environmental deterioration and socnal confllcts that it
allegedly generates. [Contagio Radio htips 14]

* Affiliated with the community of La Espanola WhICh in turn
belongs to the Peasant Reserve Zone - Amazonian Pearl
fOI’ about a ye r [Ir]1ter Church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP)

. They also lmked Carlos Alberto Salcedo as responsible for
the murder of Luis de Jesus Rodriguez and Adenis Jiménez
Egul\u/l:amh 20151 the cc%mmumty of Cabaria Puerto Asis

\-\

‘w‘\s“s \\s\

Killed March 2015: Luis de Jesus Rodrl uez (Putamayo Dept)

ey

///////////////

Case mentioned by:

.

Business & Human Rights
Resoaree Centre

S
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Overseen by MINMINAS
Prowdes ~70% of country’s electrical generation [iHA

§ i
T e ey es.~'-\ -~:‘§set“.§.<‘e\e o
xux§tv. §d \:ee\‘eé‘ &
PLUIS 00y O f e NI

Second (to Bra2|l) in Latin America for hydroelectric potential

[Library of Congress hitpsi//goo. gl/xkNy7R]

Third in South Amerlca in 2017 for mstalled hydropower capacity

[International Hydropower Association (IHA) htips://eoo.gl/c8Ntow]

Seven new stations totalling 599 MW commenced operationsin
the last year, including the Carlos Lleras Restrepo (78 MW), San
Miguel (44 MW), Bajo Tulud (20 MW), Suba (2.6 MW) and Usaquen
(1.6 MW) projects [IHA 7]
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Hydropower Sector: Case List

Hidroituango Antioquia
Talasa Project Choco
Salvajina Dam Cauca

- Benicio Flor Belalcazar
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Hidroituango Project (Antioquia Dept)

Will be largest h ydroelectrlc pro;ect in Colombia upon
completion [CIEL hitps://goo.gl/PxNiXT]
- 12 mumcupalltles affected

Majority owned by Institute for the Development of
Antloqwa (IDEA 50. 7%) and EPM (46.3%) [Hidroituango
g]

\\ &j \\h\;\\\“
§»ss\\\ S

; EPM public utlllty company for municipality of Medellin
Partly funded by IADB
Goal is to begln operation in December 2018 [Hidroituango

\\\\\ \\\s‘s\\\“ \\\S~]
— Designed to supply up to 1 7% of Colombla s future
electricity demand (0B 1 t

2010: Construction began [Amnesty \tps://go
4 January 2018: IDB Invest s:gns $1 bllllon loan to EPM for
Ituango development [IDB hitps://goo.gl/zblvU9]
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Hidroituango: May 2018 - Risk of Dam Collapse,
Communities Evacuated

. 16 May 2018 5 000 evacuated due to potential dam breakage [CNN
so0.¢l/SxTsed]: After cement clogged two of the three diversion tunnels, the

excessive pressure on the remaining tunnel resulted in first a blockage and then
an avalanche, leaving hundreds of families homeless and thousands of people
displaced and at permanent risk both up- and down- stream of the dam wall. All
this has exposed the inadequate evaluation of project impacts and the poor
environmental regulation under which the project was authorized on every
front. The state of emergency in the area is still in effect, and neither the
Colombian government nor the company has ruled out the risk of the dam
collapsing. Civil society groups report a wave of increasing violence against
people who are defending their territory and water and oppose the project.

* 14 June 2018: Alert level brought down from red to orange for some
communities around the dam, inhabitants are allowed to start moving back
but must still be ready to evacuate if necessary [National Risk Management Unit

§ e ons
b rrvae f feven O ol ol \\ i
PILLE D f s el MIALE A \‘.-*\s‘
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Hidroituango: Activists Killed for Opposition; 42 NGOs Sign
Letter Denouncing Activist Murder of Two Activists

» 2 May 2018: Hugo Albeiro George Pérez, member of
Movimiento Rios Vivos Antioquia and Assoc1at|on for Victims
and Individuals Affected by Megaprojects, killed during
peaceful protest against Hidroituango after tunnel blocked
one of the dam S tunnels and led to high increases in water
levels [Am nesty hiin vy

— Nephew also kllled
— Pérez began demanding compensation for affected families in

2013 after the construction of a road connecting the dam with
Puerto Valdivia impacted their land and their farming activities

— Officials from the Antioquia Police Department said publicly that
Hugo Albeiro George was not a human right defender or an MRVA
member and that his murder was related to unresolved property
issues regarding his land in Puerto Valdivia [Front Line Defenders

Fong e e " LIS ey §F SRS a R

T NG s fioveaey vl i W STREM
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R R

* 4 May 2018: In response to killings, 42 NGOs sign a letter
requesting an investigation and adequate protectlon for
human rights defenders [CIEL 16,6 4]

« 8 May 2018: Luis Alberto Torres Montoya k|lled also member
of Movimiento Rios Vivos Antioquia [CIEL hitps://go0.2l/bdasn]
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Hidroituango: June 2018 - Communities File Complaint with
Inter-American Development Bank

- 5June 2018: Communities file complaint with Independent Consultation
and Investigation Mechanism (MICI) of the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB), requesting the Mechanism’s office to “investigate whether
the IDB, through both its public and private lending arms, violated its

own soaal and enwronmental standards when invested in the project”
- Asserts the bank dld not follow its policies that investment projects must be
sustainable, participatory, and respectful of national legislation

- 5June 2018: Representatives from IDB meet with civil society groups in
Washlngton D.C. to discuss situation with Hidroituango Project [IDB

o T (e ]
- Groupsmcluded Movimiento Rios Vivos, Interamerican Association for
Environmental Defense, and Center for Internatlonal Environmental Law

ED_004926A_00015177-00082




\\%

Talasa Hydroelectric Project Proposed as Sustainable

S,
Y,

* According to President Santos, Talasa will
generate clean energy, taking advantage of
part of the flow of the Atrato River without
the need to dam water, constituting a
sustainable and enVIronmentally friendly
prOJect [Radio Santa Fe i

e 2015: Acquired fully by Macquarle
Development Corporatlon of Chlna
[Macquarie https:

* July 2017: DeSIgnated a PINES prOJect by
1]

President Santos [presidencia
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Salvajina Dam (Cauca Dept)

* 1985: Dam construction completed [Con. Court
T-462a-14 hitps://g00.8]) 1EiP]

 July 2014: Constitutional Court orders company
EPSA to conduct prior consultation with v
communities for the dam’s environmental
management plan [Con. Court] __
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Killed October 2015: Benicio Flor Belalcazar (Cauca Dept)

« Killed while traveling with his wife to the city of Suarez in
the department of Cauca

« Belalcazar “was a leader in the protection of freshwater basins in

{ns tgrrltory, and worlfed on community agriculture initiatives”
Nomadesc

— “Father of Elder Flor, indigenous leader of the council Cerro
Tijeras and a member of the working team that worked to
ensure compliance with court order T462A, in which the
Constitutional Court ordered EPSA to carry out the prior
consultation and develop an environmental management
plan for the Salvajina hydroelectric dam”

* “Benicio Flor Belalcazar was a leader for the Indigenous
and Afro-descendant communities living in the area of the

Salvajina Dam and involved in capacity building of
act|V|sts |n these communities.” [Amnesty

. form B
T nRCuU ]

— Former mayor of Suarez municipality

* December 2015: “Primitivo Mestizo, was captured by the
Police in Cauca as alleged respon5|ble for the death of the. &
former mayor” [RCN Radio https://goo.gl/2kun)] -

ED_004926A_00015177-00085



Killed 2017: Edmiro Leon Alzate Londono

« Edmiro Leon Alzate Londofio was a merchan
the Sonsdn municipality in Antioquia.

e “On 12 January, Edmiro's body was found after he
allegedly suffered a fall from a horse. However,
there were alleged marks on his body which
indicate a violent death. There have been recent
conflicts in the area between communities and
hydroelectric companies due to potential
environmental damage, access to water, and land
rights.” [CENSAT h 200.8l/YETGaM]

* “According to Marlo Cardona president of the
Territorial Planning Council of Sonson (CTP),
Alzate's struggle was against the way in which the
company intervenes in the territory and not
agamst the construction of the hydroelectnc
plant [Universidad de Antioquia News |1 Hgoo.slaxkliip]

rom
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Anibal Coronado Cordoba

Hernan Bedoya Choco

Ruth Alicia Lopez Guisao Antioquia

ED_004926A_00015177-00087



Killed February 2016: Anibal Coronado (Cordoba Dept)

e Shot by two men on motorcycle [El Espectador

N
ARSI
5\’S.s\§‘§-l

bhevoe fiovaney ovd
H &‘:S\\w; § \&\t\t ¥ LS

* “Months before, Coronado had reported that residents of
the municipality’s wetlands were appropriating these
lands in the region and that this endangered the
ecosystems.” [El Espectador]

* Had consistently received threats: authorities reported
that the leader had received threats months ago, and
Coronado had repeatedly told the local media that his
life was in danger. [El Espectador]

* Killing mentioned on Twitter by former president (and

current senator) of Colombia Alvaro Uribe [Twitter

- B e o v o .
G ISER RN Y i
b NS T o o S BT R4

Alvaro UribeVerified & ¢ N
& Alvarct ibelel Q\Fﬁmw ....... )
. Cienaga, Cordoba, Assassinated Anibal

Coronado, candidate for the
CentroDemocratico Council, denounced Case mentioned by:
corruption in flood control contracts

YRET AN - Fob 15, 2018

Business & Human Rights
Resource Centre
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Killed March 2017:

///////////////é’
o

s

[Front Line Defenders hitps:/fgno.gl

“Ruth Alicia Lopez Guisao was an
environmental and community leader
and human rights defender who
advocated for sustainable food
sovereignty among indigenous
communities. On 2 March she was
approached by two men who shot her
multiple times. She was part of
movements against alleged land-grabbing
and agrlcultural monopollzatlon by large
companies.” [BHRRC

Ty e

Ruth Alicia Lopez Guisao (Antioquia Dept)

X\%

Killed December 2017°

Hernan Bedo (\ h
S \\,\ S

R

 Dept) ©

Hernan Bedoya “defended collective land
rights for Afro-Colombian farmers as well
as local biodiversity in the face of palm oil
and industrial agriculture expansion, was
allegedly assassinated by a
neo-paramilitary group on Dec. 5... Bedoya
was the second Afro-Colombian leader to be
killed in the Bajo Atrato river basin region in
less than 10 days after Mario Castano was

killed in late November.” (Mongabay

ED_004926A_00015177-00089




* Protection Mechanism had been seen as model, but
has faced challenges, including budget shortages and
an increased caseload, leading to NGO criticism

* Drivers of conflict in all cases reviewed were lack of
access to information, public participation, and
redress as well as land titling

* Tension between national government and CARs
results in gaps in environmental enforcement

* Multiple Constitutional Court decisions not being
respected

* Numerous popular consultations with overwhelming
opposition to mining result in lost investment and
royalties
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Goldman Environmental Prize Winners

Juan Mavry Libia Grueso

South {v%%“”%ﬁ i:m*%m% & grics 2004
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Environmental Justice Atlas - 127 Environmental Conflicts in Colombia
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13.

14.

15.
16.

Hernan Bedoya

§ oy 11/25: indigenous rights activist,
Departmental Health Counselor of the Indigenous Peoples
Agreement Table (Caqueta)

= 11/2: advocated for stopping violence
ghts defenders (Portachuelo)

i\ ave 11/29: social leader working for land
restltutron (La Larga)

5 10/19: social leader (Tumaco)

i 10/7: indigenous leader, alternate senior
Chinas reservation

: : 10/8: radio journalist, shot while
coverlng clashes in Purace (Cauca)

1 (8/18): social leader (Chocd)
(8/17) social leader (Cauca)

< (7/18): helped organize agricultural
strrke in 2013 (Norte del Santander)

) 12 (7/14): active member of human rights
organrzatlons (Cauca)

¢2.3/23: Afro-Colombian human rights

govern ment

actwrst (Atlantlco)

5/16: president of campesino

organization

t¢: 5/9: killed while participating in protest

(éeuca)
Jorge Arbey Chantré Achipiz
{ “4/19: governor of Kite Kiwe Reservation

¢ 3/22: killed in confrontation with security

s 3/2:
1 2/27: indigenous leader (Cauca)

Defenders Killed 2017

[The Guardian/Global Witness in

10.

11.
12,

7.2/19: outspoken against illegal mining

2/6: worked on land restitution issues

1/30: land claimant and activist (Antioquia)

(G {2 1/26: indigenous leader and
women’s rights activist (Cesar)

Gustavo Alberto Suarez Osorio

iy

1/20: farmer (Cordoba)
Joe davier Bodalless (1/19): active member of CONPAZ
“Commu nities Building Peace in the Territories

£ 2 (1/19): active member of CONPAZ
“Communltles Building Peace in the Territories”

i2.1/12: opposed hydroelectric

prOJects (Antioquia

13 1/24: peasant leader
(Cordoba/Antloqura)

iz 1/7: land rights defender (Cesar)
1/11: indigenous movement activist

Z&Zauca)
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SR Forst Report 2016

“36. According to civil society reports, corroborated by the communications sent by the Special
Rapporteurin the last two years, the most dangerous countries for environmental human rights
defenders were Brazil, Cambodia, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Mexico, Peru, the
Philippines and Thailand. There are indications that some African countries are facing similar
challenges, even if they were not documented and publicized sufficiently.”

- UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human nghts Defenders Mlchel Forst ”Sltuatlon of
human rights defenders" A/71/281 (August 3, 2016) »« hehrore/documents/dpage. & aspil TETORILE8

“81. Bilateral cooperation between States can build the capacity of institutions engaged
in protecting the environment and environmental human rights defenders. For example,
the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, in collaboration with the United Nations
Development Programme, is working with similar agencies in Kenya, Colombia, Mongolia
and Mozambique to integrate a human rights-based approach into environmental
institutions and processes.”

UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, Michel Forst, Official
Report to UNGA "Situation of Human Rights Defenders," August 3,2016

-y E NG e e S ST
vwiirrm T w5
SER ST SR AT L
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Relevant Government Human Rights Institutions

Ombudsman (Defensoria del Pueblo):
Independent, submits annual report to the House of
Representatives, responsible for providing for the
promotion and exercise of human rights. Are also 36
local human rights ombudsmen (Personeros), at least
one |n every Department [Defensorla

SR

WL T

“Accordlng to humen rights groups, underfunding
of the Ombudsman’s Office limited its ability to
monitor violations effectively. The ombudsman,

Current Ombudsman: Carlos Alfonso Negret as well as members Of'hiS regional ofﬂces, .
Mosquera reported threats from illegal armed groups issued
[Defensoria hifps o ]

through pamphlets, email, and violent actions.”
[DOS Colombia Human Rights Report 2017

B Bodrgn o e § Fovenen et FL0 L Fe B
IITTOINS//UO8 g R VNG
FELAAS NI FOOLASLS G IN RS AW W F i1 OB

Presidential Advisor for Human Rights:
“coordinates national human rights policy and
actions taken by government entities to promote or

protect human rights” [DOS Colombia Human Rights Report
2017]

Current Presi /] Vi
Paula Gaviria Betancur [supsiweoisags
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Relevant Government Human Rights Institutions

Inspector General’s Office (Procuraduria): Independent, charged to represent interests of
citizens before the rest of the state. Conducts most disciplinary investigations of public
officials and monitors criminal mvestlgatlons and prosecutions, as well as other state
agenaes actions. [Human Rights Watch & soosi/alihiyg]
Delegate Attorney for Enwronmental and Agrarlan Affairs: performs preventative
functions, of management control in the environmental area, of intervention before
administrative and judicial authorities, and some of a disciplinary nature, in relation to
the protection and preservation of the environment, natural resources and the rlghts
and conflicts that are generated in the area of land. [Procuraduria https://ec0.sUspaRCe]

Victims’ Unit: Responsible for “lead[ing] actions of the State and souety to prowde
comprehenswe care and reparation to the victims, to contribute to soual mclusnon and
peace”; goal is to complete reparations and care by 2021 [Unidad Victimas & q00.al/xHVNIG]
Natlonal Commission on Security Guarantees: Formed in the 2016 Peace Agreement

seeks to guaran]tee the exercise of politics without the threat of arms” [presidencia

Land Restltutlon Unit: “semiautonomous entity in the Mlnlstry of Agriculture, is
responsible for returning land to displaced victims of conflict.” (pos colombia HR Report 2017]

Constitutional Court “is the last and highest Colombian authority regarding the rule of Law
for the protection of human rights. It has ruled in various occasions that have involved the
violation of human rights like for example the use of glyphosate and the delimitation of the
Paramo of Santurban. The Constitutional Court can also order for public consultatlons for

the defense of natural resources and to hold back projects from the extractive sector.”
[Embassy note]
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Relevant Law Enforcement Institutions

Attorney General’s Office (Fiscalia General)
- Human Rights Unit: Tasked with investigation and prosecution of serious

human rights crimes, including massacres and multiple homicides, extrajudicial
killings, politically motivated murders, kidnappings and forced displacements.
POJ has been prowdmg support and assustance smce 1999 ,\ __ e
Enwronmental Crlmes Prosecutlng Unlt establlshed 2012 to focus solely on
prosecuting crimes with a negative |mpact on the environment, priority on
investigating illegal mining. Can seek compensation from guiltv parties for
social. economic or cultural damage caused bv such crimes. Specialized
prosecutors. expert researchers. along with 22 prosecutors in the Central
Criminal Court, 11 assistant attorneys, and 22 criminal investigators [Colombia
Reports Jan 2012 https://goo.g/HP2bmz] Restructured in June 2017 to give environmental
crimes same priority as human rights violations. [17Bogota 2144, sent August 31, 2017]

Working Group to Fight Environmental Crimes: Fiscalia General announced
formation on May 9, 2018, with USAID director and Norwegian Ambassador
attending. A major priority is to bring perpetrators of threats and harassment
against environmental activists to justice, including by cataloging information
from the 35 regional offices [CARs] to further investigate and collect evidence for

eventual prosecution of crimes against activists.” [18 Bogota 1462, sent June 12,
2018]
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Relevant Law Enforcement Institutions

Environmental Police Unit: special unit of National Police in charge of supporting
the environmental authorities, the territorial entities,and the community in

eneral in the defense and Tprotectlon of the envwonment and natural resources
ational Police https://g00.2l/Sdp5jH
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Relevant UN Offices/Regional Agencies

* Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Colombia

was established in 1996; serves to 1) observe human rights situation, 2) advise on
human rights law and ensure “any bill that includes human rights issues is
respectful of international instruments on the subject,” 3) provide technical
cooperation to state and civil society organizations, and 4) “inform, disseminate
and promote human rights and International Humanitarian Law among
Colombians” [OHCHR Colombia hitns:/fsoo eliakaind]

° Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) principal and
autonomous organ of the Organization of American States (OAS), whose mission is
to promote and protect human rights in the American hemisphere. IACHR is
composed of seven independent members who serve in a personal capacity, has
mechanisms for the defense, protection, and promotion of human rights, has a
Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights,
examines and makes decisions on requests for precautionary measures. Has

Strategic Plan 2017-2021 for engagement with Colombia.

* Inter-American Court of Human Rights: autonomous judicial institution whose

purpose is the application and mterpretatlon of the American Convention on
Human Rights.” [Inter-American Court https://g00. /9T Pw3H]
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— Established in Ministry of Interior in 2011 [eluniversal fites://zoo.st/RUTIHL]

— “Responsible for articulating, coordinating and implementing measures of protection and
support for prevention, promoting the rights to life, integrity, freedom and the safety of people,
groups, groups and communities that, because of therr status or exercise of their functions, may
have an extraordinary or extreme risk” [UNP httns://goo. yvT]

— asection protects human rights defenders.

— Individuals submit registration forms [UNP s

— NGOs working in Colombia have told the IAWG that protection measures frequently do not meet
defenders’ specific needs (e.g., defenders are granted an armed car when they travel mostly by
river)

— UNP has been a model for protection mechanisms in the region

Office of the Ombudsman - Early Warning System subdivision charged with monitoring

risks to civiliansin connectron Wrth the armed conflrct and promotrng actrons to prevent abuses
[Defensoria https://g00.gl/6iZuK3, | Sasasuy Brwe ors frenort 201N /0 Y naramili ies-heirs/new-face-violence-colombial

The IACHR notes the recent approval of Decree 2124/2017 Wthh restrtutes to the Om budsperson S Offrce the
capability to issue early warnings that can contrrbute to the adoptron of preventrve measures and prompt
action in the face of the alerted risk factors. : AeriPRelsase

Likewise, it observes the announcement grven by the Mrnrstry of Interror in relatron to the draft of a decree
that creates a route for collective protection of social leaders and human rights defenders. The IACHR
encourages the approval ofthrs decree with extreme urgency, once consultations with organizations of the
C|V|l SOCIth are f|n|5hed vew oasorefendech/madia conter PRelossed/a018/085

IACHR Precautlonary Measures
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Recent Environmental Achievements and Goals

“Colombia has made noteworthy efforts to address environmental issues in its oceans and
coastal territories, including the designation of new marine protected areas, now totaling 32
marine and coastal areas from the national and subnational level.” [17 Bogota 2144, sent August 31, 2017]

— “By 2018 Colombia aims to declare 2.5 million hectares as protected areas, both marine
and terrestrial.”

2015: “Colombia began development of a master plan to combat coastal erosion through
improved coastal management; the government aims to finish the plan and begin

wruglerrt\gr;’g%tlon by the end of 2017, with targeted reductions planned for 2040.” 17 Bogota 2144,
sent Augus

President Juan Manual Santos has received multiple environmental awards

— 2016: Presented with Theodore Prize Roosevelt of Leadership in Environmental
Conservation of Wildlife Conservatlon Society for “his work in expandlng the National
Natural Parks system in Colombia.” [National Natural Parks of Colombia Hsoo.el/CogPWEa]

— 2017: Honored by National Geographlc Souety for his "unwavering commitment to
conservation” [National Geographic hitps://moo.el/GT35TH]

— 2017: “Awarded Kew Internatlonal Medal for work protecting biodiversity” [Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew hiitna://goo sl/K 3813

2017: Ministry of Environment created Bosques de Paz program, Whlch ‘seeks to benefit

municipalities that suffered from the [armed] conflict” and alms “to plant more than eight
million trees in memory of victims” [presidencia de la Republica i fgooalosmuwd]
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Post-Conflict Justice
Mechanisms

The government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) reached
an agreement in 2016 to end their 52-year armed conflict. The agreement provides a
historic opportunity to curb human rights abuses, but its justice component
contains serious shortcomings that risk letting war criminals escape justice.

* In April 2017, lawmakers passed a constitutional amendment creating the Special
Jurisdiction for Peace. The amendment establishes a definition of “command
responsibility”—the rule that determines when superior officers can be held
responsible for crimes of their subordinates—for the armed forces that departs
from established norms of international law in a way that could severely weaken
accountability.

Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) continues to
monitor Colombian investigations of crimes that may fall within the court’s
jurisdiction. Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, conducted a mission to the countryin
September 2017. Upon request of the Constitutional Court, in October, Bensouda
issued an amicus curiae before the court expressing concern about the definition
of “command responsibility” and flaws in the amnesty law

[Human Rights Watch 2018 World Report, Colombia chapter i Faww plersieolombial

6/206/18
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